Advisory No. 14

COMMISSION FOR AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT IN
NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION AND ADJOINING AREAS
17th Floor, Jawahar Vyapar Bhawan (STC Building)
Tolstoy Marg, New Delhi- 1 1000

F. No. A-11011/07/2021/CAQM-VP. Vol. IV/£5 59 Dated: 24.04.2024
To

1. Principal Secretary, Urban Local Bodies Department, Govt. of
Haryana(fc_ulb@yahoo.com)

2. Principal Secretary, Urban Development. Government of Uttar Pradesh
(sachivnagarvikas2022@gmail.com)

3. Principal  Secretary, Urban  Development. Government  of
Rajasthan(ps.udh@rajasthan.gov.in)

4. Addl. Chief Secretary (UD/ Director of Local Bodies (DLB)), Govt. of NCT
Delhi (psud@nic.in)

5. The Chairperson, NDMC,3rd Floor, Palika Kendra, New Delhi

6. Commissioner, Municipal Corporation of Delhi, Civic Centre, 4th Floor,
Minto Road, Delhi - 110002

7. CEO, New Okhla Industrial Development Authority (NOIDA), Main
Administrative Bldg. Sector 6, NOIDA, Uttar Pradesh.

8. CEO, Greater Noida Industrial Development Authority, Plot No. 01,
Knowledge Park -04, Greater NOIDA, Gautam Budh Nagar, UP

Sub: Rationalising of parking charges for private vehicles in NCR -reg

Significantly high contribution from the transport sector to the overall
air pollution load in the entire NCR, particularly during the winter season
needs no emphasis. As part of the air pollution control efforts arising from
this sector parking policies need to be prioritized as a demand management

measure in the NCR.

2. The Hon’ble Supreme Court on August 10, 2020, taking note of the
adverse contribution to the air quality in NCR from this sector, had directed
the then five Urban Local Bodies in Delhi and other concerned authorities in

NCR to frame detailed comprehensive parking plan for the NCR. Further, the
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Hon’ble Supreme Court also took cognizance of high contribution of the
vehicular sector towards the overall AQI in Delhi-NCR in series of hearings

during the winter months of 2023-24.

B The Committee of Secretaries chaired by the Cabinet Secretary, in its
review meetings in the context of poor air quality in Delhi-NCR particularly
during the winter months, from time to time inter alia observed and

recommended as under:

Meeting dated 04.12.2023
“Chief Secretary, Delhi and CAQM may monitor implementation of
various plans to curb vehicular pollution in NCR including time bound
implementation of measures to augment public transport faciiies ... ;

imposition of rational parking charges etc.”

Meeting dated 17.01.2024
i In addition, rational parking charges, congestion/ peak hour

»

charges may be considered for disincentivizing use of private vehicles....

Meeting dated 10.04.2024
« .. The rationalization of congestion and parking charges for private
vehicles are yet to be taken up by the ULBs in Delhi and NCR. .... -

4. An emergency response towards adverse air quality that generally
prevails in Delhi-NCR during the winter months viz. the Graded Response
Action Plan (GRAP) was first formulated and notified in 2017 as directed by
the Hon’ble Supreme Court. This action plan is implemented in the entire
NCR on a year-to-year basis during such periods of high / adverse AQI in
Delhi. These guidelines also inter alia mandate rationalizing / enhancing
private vehicle parking charges in the NCR with a view to disincentivize use

of private vehicles and switching over to public transport in lieu thereof.

o Towards the above noted objectives, review meetings have also been

held from time to time in the Commission with the ULBs, Transport and
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Environment Departments of the NCR States and GNCTD. Recent
communications made in this particular context by the Commission include
letter No. A-11011/07/2021/CAQM-VP dated 29.01.2024 followed up by a
D.O. letter from the Chairperson vide No. A-11011/07/2021/CAQM-VP dated
02.02.2024.

5 Despite the above noted orders, directions and guidelines on the
subject, limited progress on these fronts leaves a lot to be desired from the
authorities concerned in the GNCTD and NCR states.

i While the GNCTD notified the Delhi Maintenance and Management of
Parking Rules, 2019’ and related guidelines as a demand management
measure, the NDMC and MCD are yet to develop and implement ward-wise,
parking area management plan along with pricing strategies for private
vehicle parking. Other NCR states are also yet to notify the respective Parking
Rules and guidelines inter-alia including Parking Area Management Plans and

vehicle parking charges.

8. GNCTD and the State Governments of Haryana, Rajasthan and Uttar
Pradesh apprised the Commission of some progress made in the respective
plans for development and management of private vehicle parking

infrastructure.

9, There has, however, been virtually no progress in as far as
rationalization / optimization of private vehicle parking charges is concerned,
barring limited intervention by the NDMC wherein the vehicle parking fees
was doubled in 91 surface parking lots operated by NDMC, but limitedly
during the critical air pollution period under the purview of the GRAP. These
have also since been restored to normal charges. All other departments /
agencies in the NCT of Delhi and the NCR states are however, yet to take up
this vital exercise and the desired momentum and concerted efforts towards
effective management of vehicle parking and rationalization of parking

charges are still found lacking.
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10. Accordingly, with a view to abate air pollution through abnormally large
numbers of private vehicles plying in Delhi-NCR, the ULBs and other agencies
concerned are hereby advised to firm up the issue in right earnest and the
exercise of disincentivizing private vehicles by way of rationalizing the parking
charges be completed and implemented expeditiously, but not later than

30.08.2024 and a compliance report is submitted to the Commission.

Membef Secretary

Copy for information and necessary action to:-

1. The Chief Secretary, Government of Uttar Pradesh, 101, Lok Bhawan,
U. P. Civil Secretariat, Vidhan Sabha Marg, Lucknow -226001.

2. The Chief Secretary, Government of Haryana, 4th Floor, Civil
Secretariat, Sector — I, Chandigarh.

3. The Chief Secretary, NCT of Delhi, Secttt, I.P. Estate, New Delhi-
110002.

4. The Chief Secretary, Government of Rajasthan, Government
Secretariat, Jaipur- 302 005.
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Member Secretary



