
Direction No. 5O

CoMMISSION tr','OR AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT
IN NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION AND ADJOINING AREAS

17th Floor, Jawahar Vyapar Bhawan (STC Buildingl
Tolstoy Marg, New Delhi-11OOOl

F.No. A- 1 10018/0 t I 2o2i-CAQM 
15 t33- 5\ Dated: 17.12.2021

Subject: Directions under Section L2 of the Commission for Air Quality
Management in National Capital Region and Adjoining Areas Act,
2O2L - Review of restrictions imposed on sehools, colleges and
educational institutions vide Direction No. 46 dated O2l LZl2O2L.

Whereas, the Commission, in exercise of its powers conferred upon it

under Section 12 (2) (xi) of the Commission for Air Quality Management

in National Capital Region and Adjoining Areas Act 2O21, had issued

Directions No. 44 dated 16 I 1l I 2021 which inter-alia directed lLtat " all
publtc and prluate schools colleges and educatlonal lnstlttttlons
shall rem.ain closed untll further orders allowlng onlg onllne
mode of educatiott'

Whereas, the Commission vide Direction No. 45 dated 251 ll12021 had

decided that "the NCR States and GNCT of Delhi may take
appropriate decisions for resumption of physical classes in
schools, colleges and educational institutions in the NCR.

However, wherever the State Governments / GNCTD opt to
continue with online mode of education, such schools / colleges /
educational institutions shall be permitted to open for the purpose

of conduct of examination and practical etc"l

Whereas, subsequently vide Direction No. 46 dated 0211212021, the

commission had irfier-alia directed that "All schools, colleges and
Educational Institutions in the NcR shall remain closed, allowing
only online mode of education, except for the purpose of conduct
of examinations and laboratory practical etc.rr.
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whereas, the Direction of the Commission mentioned in Para 3 above

is currently in operation;

5. Whereas, at the time of passing of the Direction No. 46 Dated

O2ll2l2o2l, the Air Quality Index (AQI) of Delhi was under the

"Severe" Category;

6. Whereas, the Hon'ble Supreme Court in Writ Petition (C) No.

1135/2020 Aditya Dubey (Minor) & Anr. V/s Union of India & Ors.'

vide Order dated 10 I 12l2O2I has inter-alia passed the following

direction:-

"We direct the Cornmission to exannlne requests of ua;rious

lndusf;rles and. organlzations about relaxatl.on of condition
imposed bg utrtue of our pretlous orders or otherulse a^s per the
CommLsslon's circulars"...... .

"We expect that the Cotnmission utill look lnto thls and take
appropr-late a&lon ln a useek's tl.nte",

7. Whereas, large number of representations have been received arguing

the compelling necessity to open the schools and educational

institutions with immediate effect;

8. Whereas, representatives of Haryana Progressive Schools' Conference

were heard in a virtual meeting on 1411212021 regarding opening of

schools to conduct classes in physical mode;

Whereas, the main arguments made for opening schools include: -

Children are out of school for about two years leading to frustration

among children with serious adverse effect on their studies;

Large number of students are not able to get the facility of online

education because of connectivity issues;

9.
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(iii) As per the academic programme schools are required to impart

education to children for about 220 days annuall.y;
(iv) Not opening schools are hampering physical and mental health as

well as emotional growth of children;
(v) Learning is far beyond books and child's holistic development can

happen only by physical schooling;
("i) Most students and parents have been approaching school

authorities to reopen schools;

10. Whereas, the Government of Delhi vide its letter dated lS I 12 I 2O2l t-ras

also taken up with the Commission to review Direction No, 46 regarding
closure of schools, colleges and educational intuitions and requested
lor phased reopening of all public ancl private schools and colleges and
educational intuitions in Delhi;

11. Whereas, the Delhi Commission for Protection of Child Rights (DCPCR)

vide letter dated 13l 12l2O2l have informed that hundreds of parents
have written to DCPCR advocating for immediate opening of schools
because the DCPCFI believes that "policlJ of cortirtued. school closure is
harming the shtdents and the.refore is a bad. policg not supported. bg any
euidence orfact";

whereas, the commission vide its Affidavit dated ls l 1212021 before
the Hon'ble Supreme court in writ petition No. 1l3sl2o2o, "ADITYA
DUBtrY & ANR. v/s UNION oF INDIA & oRS" has submitted that a
decision on opening of schools would be taken on or before
t7lt2l2O2t;

Whereas, the Air Quaiity Index of Delhi has since improved from ,severe,

category and is currently under*Very poor,, Category;

Now, THEREFORtr, in view of the position given above and considering
the facts and circumstances, the commission, in furtherance of
Direction No. 46 dated o'2.r2.2021 directs the following, till further
orders:

l'2.
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A phased re-opening approach shall be followed in respect

of schools, colleges and educational institutions in NCR;

state Governments of NCR and GNCTD may consider and

take immediate decision for resumption of physical

classes in schools (standard VI onwards), colleges,

ed.ucational institutions, skill devel.opment & training

institutes, other training institutes and libraries;

state Governments of NCR and GNCTD may take decision

for resumption of physical classes, for students up to V

standard, only w.e.f. 27th December, 2O2L, duly

considering the Air Quality Index IAQII and the winter

vacation schedule.

td*r*f,.^*;
Member-Secretary

Tel No.: 01 1 -'23701197
Dmail: i,l', iiill llilt.ir :

(iii)

To
1. The Secretary, M/o Education, New Delhi.
2. The Chief Secretary, Government of Haryaua.
3. The Chief Secretary, Government of Rajasthan'
4. The Chief Secretary, Government of Uttar Pradesh'
5. The Chief Secretary, Government of NCT of Delhi'
6. Haryana Progressive Schools' Conference, Gurugram'

Copy to:

The Chairperson and all Members, CAQM. ca^4/
(Arvindfautiyal)
Member Secretarlt
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